Corneal infection in mucosal scarring disorders and Sjögren's syndrome.
We reviewed 69 episodes of microbial keratitis occurring over an 11-year period in 56 patients with a mucosal scarring disorder or Sjögren's syndrome. Gram-positive bacterial isolates were the most common cause of infection, and accounted for almost all cases in patients with Sjögren's syndrome. Trichiasis (cicatricial pemphigoid), topical corticosteroids, bandage contact lenses, and corneal surgery were the main predisposing factors in the development of the corneal infection. In patients with ocular cicatricial pemphigoid, infection was much less common after chemotherapeutic control had been achieved. Recurrent infections were relatively frequent. There was a high rate of major complications, particularly in microbial keratitis complicating Sjögren's syndrome.